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As an eighth grade student at All Saints Catholic School, you are required to complete a position paper. This 
means that you will select a topic of current interest about which there are varying points of view, research and 
present both (or several) sides of the issue, and take a stand affirming your position. 
 

For example, you may be interested in the Mexican immigration issue. What are the pros/cons of immigration? 

Why is this an issue at all? What is being done to secure the border? Why are borders important? What about 

legal immigrants? Etc.  

 

“Argument writing is mainly about logical appeals, involves claims, evidence, warrants, backing & rebuttals.” 
Present the facts on both sides of the issue then take a stand for or against. Substantiate your opinion with 
facts. Convince the reader that your position deserves serious consideration. In addition, you must name the 
Catholic Social Teaching connected to your issue and explain the Church’s view.  
 
You will have some class time to work on the paper, but you will be required to use time outside of the 
classroom to produce a quality work. The Internet is a great resource, but certain websites are not always 
accurate. Be sure it is a reliable source. A visit to the public library may be essential.  

 
At the end of this unit, we are NOT looking for students to feel like they are “right” or that they have 
“won” this argument. We are looking for them to come to new understandings, deeper realizations, and 
a newfound confidence that they can write about complicated issues in a way that does not simplify 
that complexity. We suggest that students choose real-world audiences to share these position papers 
with and that they tailor their arguments to publish as a letter to a specific audience. 

 
Anyone discovered copying another student’s work or plagiarizing in any manner will be referred to the 
principal for serious honor code violation. Please sign and return the bottom portion with your topic choice. 
This ensures that you and your parents have read this letter. Thank you. 
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__________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Student Signature Parent or Guardian Signature 
 
 
My topic is:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


