
Name:_______________________________________________ Total Score:_______________________________ 
 

ASCS Grade 6-8 Narrative Writing Rubric 
 

Directions: 1) Highlight the descriptor in each row that best describes the student’s work in each category.  
2) Record the score in the first column of each row. 3) Add the points in each row to arrive at the total. 4) Record the total 

 

 Below Basic 
(1 pt) 

Basic 
(2 pts) 

Effective 
(3 pts) 

Highly Effective 
(4 pts) 

 
 
 

Craft 
(x2) 

 
Score:____ 

The writer uses little or 
no descriptive language. 
 
 
 
 
Sentences are run-on or 
confusing and limited in 
variety. 

The writer uses language 
to get readers to picture 
some events. 
 
 
 
 
Sentences are complete 
and there is some 
variety. 

The writer uses precise 
words, sensory details 
and some figurative 
language so readers can 
picture the setting, 
characters, and events. 
 
The writer varies 
sentences to create 
pace. The writer uses 
dialogue to develop 
characters/events. 

The writer uses specific 
language choices (see 
“Effective”) and makes an 
attempt at symbolism. 
 
 
The writer uses dialogue 
to reflect different 
characters’ “language”. 

 
 
 

Elaboration 
(x2) 

 
Score:____ 

The writer tells a story 
with large jumps in time 
or the focus of the story 
is “outside” as if the writer 
is “reporting” the story. 

The writer tells a part of 
the story bit by bit and 
focuses on the important 
parts. The writer includes 
some of the characters’ 
thoughts and/or 
responses. 

The writer narrows the 
story to an important 
moment and includes 
characters’ thinking, 
dialogue, and responses 
to what happened. The 
writer shows rather than 
tells the characters’ 
emotions. 
 
Five senses 

The writer tells a story 
with tension, resolution, 
and realistic characters. 
The story conveys an 
idea or lesson. 
Character traits and 
emotions are develops 
through the characters’ 
actions and dialogue. 

 
 
 
 

Organization 
 

Score:____ 

The narrative includes a 
simple introduction 
and/or closing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Transitions are limited or 
seem out of place. 

The beginning of the 
narrative includes the 
characters and setting. 
 
 
 
 
The closing brings the 
story to a close, but there 
is no insight. 
 
 
 
Transitions are basic 

The introduction 
introduces the characters 
and setting and hints at 
the problem of the story. 
 
The conclusion is 
deliberate and reveals or 
restates the character’s 
realization (lesson 
learned). 
 
Use accurate 
paragraphing when 
writing dialogue. 
 
Uses transitions that 
show pacing: E.g. After a 
while... 

The introduction 
establishes the point of 
view and set the plot into 
action. The reader has a 
sense of the larger 
meaning of the story. 
 
The conclusion shows 
what the story is really 
about. 
 
Transitions connect what 
happened and why it 
happened: As if he 
hadn’t...he might not 
of...and little did she 
know... 

 
 

Conventions 
 

Score:____ 

Demonstrates some 
command of ending 
punctuation, 
capitalization at the 
beginning of a sentence, 
and spelling. 

Demonstrates some 
command of commas in 
a series, spelling 
patterns, and punctuation 
of compound sentences. 

Demonstrates command 
of correct dialogue, 
capitalizations of titles, 
conventional spelling, 
and punctuation of 
compound-complex 
sentences. 

Demonstrates command 
of punctuation and 
spelling (see “Effective”) 
and uses punctuation to 
help set a mood, convey 
meaning, and/or build 
tension. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Scoring Directions: Scores in the categories of Elaboration and Craft are worth double the point value. Total the 
number of points. 
 
 
Craft _______ X 2 =_______ 
 
Elaboration _______ X 2 =_______ 
 
Organization _______ 
 
Conventions _______  
 
Total Score _________________ 
 
 

Number 
of points 

Scaled 
Score 

% Score 

1-5 1 60-69 U 

6-11 2 70-84 C 

12-17 3 85-92 B 

18-24 4 93-100 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Name:________________________________   Total Score:__________________________ 
 

ASCS Grade 5 Rubric for Narrative Writing 
 

 1 
(1 point) 

2 
(2 points) 

3 
(3 points) 

4 
(4 points) 

STRUCTURE     

Overall The writer wrote about 
one whe  he/she did 
something. 

The writer wrote about 
one time when he/she did 
something and told the 
story bit by bit. 

The writer wrote a story 
of an important moment. I 
read like a published 
story...polished final 
copy 

The writer wrote a story 
that had a tension, 
resolution, and a realistic 
characters and conveyed 
an idea or lesson. 

Lead The writer thought about 
how to write a good 
beginning and chose a 
way to start the story. 
The writer chose action, 
talk, or setting to make 
the beginning. 

The writer wrote a 
beginning that introduced 
the characters and the 
setting of the story in an 
original way. 

The writer wrote a 
beginning that showed 
what was happening and 
where it happened. There 
were also clues to what 
would become the 
problem for the main 
character.. 

The writer wrote a 
beginning which set the 
plot or story in motion It 
also hinted at the larger 
meaning of the story.  
Characters, Setting, 
Relationship 
established, Action & 
Dialogue. 

Transitions The writer used words 
such as when, then, and 
after. 

The writer used words 
such as a little later or 
after that, again, still, 
motion, place, location 

The writer used 
transitional phrases to 
show time such as 
meanwhile, at the same 
time, early that morning, 
or three hours later...just 
as 

The writer used 
transitional phrases to 
connect what happened 
(e.g. if he hadn’t . . . he 
might not have, because 
of, although, and little did 
she know). 

Ending The writer chose the 
action, talk, or feeling that 
would make a good 
ending. 

The writer chose the 
action, talk, or feeling to 
end the story and worked 
hard at writing it. 

The writer wrote an 
ending that connected to 
the main part of the story. 
The character had a new 
realization. The writer 
created a sense of 
closure. 

The writer wrote an 
ending that connected to 
the meaning of the story. 
The writer created a 
sense of closure by 
showing a change in the 
character. 

Organization The writer wrote a 
beginning, middle, and 
end of the story. Each 
part (beginning, middle, 
and end) of the story was 
many lines long. 

The writer used 
paragraphs to separate 
what happened first from 
what happened next, the 
events that took place 
later, or to show when a 
character was speaking. 

The writer used 
paragraphs to separate 
different parts or times of 
the story and to show 
when a new character 
was speaking. SOme 
parts of the story were 
longer and more 
developed than others. 

The writer used paragraphs 
purposefully (e.g. to show 
time or setting changes or to 
create suspense for 
readers.) TIPS indent: 
Time, Incident, Place, 
Speaker/Dialogue. 
Suspense includes 
internal thinking, stretched 
out scene, small parts, and 
five senses 

DEVELOPMENT     

Elaboration The writer described the 
characters using either 
talk or vivid action to 
make the characters 
come to life. 

The writer chose words 
carefully and worked 
hard to determine the 
right words and phrases 
to describe the 
characters, their actions, 
and their feelings. 

The writer developed 
characters, setting, and 
plot throughout the story, 
especially the heart of 
the story. To do this the 
writer used a blend of 
description, action, 
dialogue, and thinking. 
Both physical & 
emotional events, 5 
senses...heart, hands, 
eyes 

The writer developed 
realistic characters and 
developed the details, 
action, dialogue, and 
internal thinking that 
contributed to the deeper 
meaning of the story. 



Craft The writer chose strong 
words that helped the 
reader make a picture of 
the story in his/her mind. 

The writer included 
details about how the 
characters were thinking. 
 
Less linking verbs 
More vivid action verbs 
and adjectives 

The writer showed why 
the character did what 
he/she did. 
 
The writer made less 
important parts shorter 
and less detailed. 
 
The writer included 
precise details and used 
figurative language 
ie...simile, metaphor, 
hyperbole, alliteration, 
analogy, onomatopoeia 
 
The writer varied their 
sentences to create the 
pace and tone (author’s 
attitude toward 
subject/character) of the 
piece. 

The writer developed 
character traits and 
emotions through what 
characters said and did. 
The writer developed 
relationships between the 
characters. The writer 
chose several key 
elements and stretched 
them out. 
 
The writer used precise 
descriptions, figurative 
language, and 
symbolism. 

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS     

Spelling The writer used spelling 
patterns some of the 
time. 

The writer used spelling 
patterns most of the time. 

The writer used spelling 
patterns correctly and 
edited regularly 

The writer used spelling 
patterns correctly and 
extended them to create 
new words. 

Conventions The writer began and 
ended some sentences 
with capitalization and 
punctuation. 
 
The writer sometimes 
punctuated with commas 
and quotation marks. 

The writer began and 
ended most sentences 
with capitalization and 
punctuation. 
 
The writer usually 
punctuated with commas 
and quotation marks. 

The writer edited 
independently.  
 
The writer used commas 
to set off introductory 
parts of sentences and 
used commas to show 
talking directly to 
someone such as “Are 
you mad, Mom?” 

The writer used 
punctuation accurately to 
convey mood (emotions 
aroused in reader) and 
build tension. 

 
Scoring Directions: In each row, highlight the descriptor in the column that matches the student’s work. Scores in the categories of 
Elaboration and Craft are worth double the point value. 
 

Number of Points Scaled Score % Score 

1-10 1 60-69 U 

11-20 2 70-84 C 

21-30 3 85-92 B 

31-40 4 93-100 A 

 
Overall Score _______ Organization Score _______  
 
Lead Score _______ Elaboration ______ x2 = _______ 
 
Transition Score _______ Craft Score ______ x2 = _______ 

 
Ending Score _______ Conventions Score _______ 

 
Total Score _______ 


